
abwe-capthed proceedings. 



The Region 43 Rqionsl Planning CammRte~ [''RPC') has supparted planning dT~rt5  
fnor the 700 MHz and 4.19 GHr public safety s ~ m m  since our convening meeting in 
2000, ta FCC acceptan= 
expending access trs this critical restlure. 

our regional plan, through to our ongoing cxrmrnitrne.rrt to 



Counties in the Pug& Saund region in particular h a m  a challenging mix d dense urbm 
ewm, gmwhg suburban zonas, and wry difficutl to serve mountainwus mml amas ERat 
make it irnpwctiml to implement a single bmadband saldion capable of m d h g  the 
mission mtiml data mmrnunicattons needs nf local government and public safety 
agencies. Similarly, the eaaern haK of Wash!ngton State includes sparsely popul&ed 
areas, M h  challenging terrain, making deployment ad modern broadband systems 
technically diffreult and emnomimlly impradkz!. 





It is critical to note tiat state and lwl gtsvemrlts typiwlly ~ u i r e  2-51 years to build 
the administmlive and political support required to ‘fund system deployments. Even with 
the bcnefit of Meml  grant assistance, foml funding is atmost always required b r  such 
systems, with the msqwnm of added time prior tQ impkrnentation. This can create a 
lag in the time period b-an adoption of a regfmal P ~ R ,  limnsing aiuity and system 
purchases. 



We believe tM mpansion d these misting mmerc ia l  bma#band wirelass systems, 
alEady mmtianal within the region is much mre fiscally mspmsible than t h ~  meation 
of an entirely new entity. H is our belief that entirely new entities, attempting to bui!d new 
fixed infrastrdure to sew enormr~ws geqpphic regions with public safety grade 
networks would q u i r e  significant time to market. W e  urge that the Commission 
consider auction mdits sufficient to entice these incumbent servfce prvrders to tpid tm 
Me "auctionable" spednrrn at 700 MH2. 

There are aw3s aef Region 43 that now have a critical requimmnt far public safety 
grade wireless data, which given regulatory certainty, could implement new systems 
withFn 2 to 5 years. In mnbast, the timB mqrsimd to implement a nationwide mrnmRen=ial 
wWeeless network capable of supporting public safety data mmmunid ims is Yikely to fall 
in €he 5 to 10 ye3r range. This extended timeline argues strongly Tor local m tm i  and 
implemmtatiun. 



flexibility to slbw both broadband and wideband opemlhns, w believe tha4 relocation 
of !he data segment to Channels 63 (764-769 M H r )  and 68 (794-799 MHz) and mation 
d a 1 MHz guard band ktween the pubk safety data segment and the p&Uc d e t y  
mice sqment may be an appro@& band plan. Hawever, we seB no b @ M t  in 
providing access to this broadband spectrum far s h a d  developmefit of commercial 
wimless carrier systems providing sewice to wblk safety. 

Close cxwrdinaion with Canada *ll be muired to allow immediate use ofthis band 
9egment f o ~  data operations in the U.S.-Canada border region. ABwhg with retention of 
this data segment under the mntrof of the RPC, yw believe that secandafy assignments 
wjthin. the 1 MHz guard band,should be at the dis&ion of the RPCs. 

Re!ocafm? costs 
Bawd on the fCC approved RegIan 43 Plan, there are a! !east three agencles ln 
Washington Stat0 currently developing 700 MHr systems. The value of tha equipment 
and seruicBs associated wItla these systems es greater than $70 million- All uf these 
systems face significant reenginewing with msequcnt cost inmas- should the band 
restructuring strategy under onmidemtion by the Commission in FCC 07-72 be 
adopted. 

Region 43 remgnkes the tectmical b m t s  in shiiing the relatiwe pwsitiwn d the data 
segment within the pubfie safety allocation to the lower band edge The Region broadly 
supports such a band restructuring based 33n h rspporkunRy created dw supporting 
broadband nperatim, as well as the existing wideband capabRities. These changes 
must not be made at the expense of critical, limited public safety spwdruum and regional 
control of -drum planning. lf the 700 MStr band plan is wvlsed in this fashim, the 
Region 43 RPC is committed ID prompt rev%1an, adoption, and submittar to the 
CommBssian of its TOO MHz Regional Plan. 

We are m d  abut  the time wuired to aommpFish any such band rnod$mtion 
end the Rnsnd;sl impact caused by these ppoposgd chanps. SpcEicaCy on those 
systems that WE purchased sand are in the final rmenufadudng and system 
implementation g m s o .  At least am of those systems has shipped fram the 
manufacturer and is ready for instalfa!im, with a wand ~ s b m  @ factory staging. We! 
estimate that tho mst of reengineerim and retuning these systems will be substantial. 
This added cost far the relocation of incumbents must b~ considered as part of any 
Commission action regardim revision of the adopted Regbn 43 band p h .  



Respectfully submitted, ~ 


